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Peter, 
Scott Hoek yesterday to ask if a utility license was required for your Comfrey Wind Energy 
utility line crossings in Brown and Cottonwood counties near Comfrey.  I explained to him that 
the heavy, dark solid lines represent public watercourses and they require a Lands and Minerals 
utility license.  A few years ago, we stopped requiring a license for public ditch crossings (the 
dashed lines on the public waters and wetlands maps) though.  For example, going south of 
Comfrey on Co Rd 1, the first protected water crossing is a public ditch (dashed line) which no 
longer requires a license and the second is Watonwan River (sold bold line) which does require a 
utility license.  Scott mentioned that plans were to run a line along Co Rd 1 across the public 
ditch but not as far as the Watonwan River.  So, if that's the only public waters crossing in 
Cottonwood County, you would not need a utility license for us in Cottonwood Co.     

He also mentioned Sections 22, 27, 28, 32, 33, and 34, T108N, R34W in Brown Co.  If you're 
running a utility line across the public waters in Section 22, you'll need a utility license.  He 
mentioned that plans were to just purchase an easement t here but not to run a line.  In Section 28, 
it appears to be a dashed line -- public ditch; however, I need to double check the county level list 
that to make sure.  I   

The DNR website is:  www.dnr.state.mn.us

   

The Division of Lands and Minerals website has the Lands and Minerals utility license 
application, instructions, and statutes.  It's:  
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lands_minerals/index.html

     

I also mentioned that you should check with the DNR Area Hydrologist to see if a DNR Waters 
permit is required.  Tom Kresko is the Area Hydrologist for Brown and Cottonwood counties. His 
phone is  507-831-2900.  His office is located at the Windom DNR office.     

The Division of Waters website has the Division of Waters public waters permit application, etc.   
It's:  http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/index.html

 

or  
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/watermgmt_section/pwpermits/applications.html#lakes_rivers

     

Attached are the protected waters and wetlands maps for Brown and Cottonwood counties.  They 
can also be viewed at the DNR Waters website: 
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/watermgmt_section/pwi/maps.html

   

If you could draw the proposed route on the maps, I will double check it for you.     

Karla    

Karla Ihns  
DNR Lands and Minerals - New Ulm 
karla.ihns@dnr.state.mn.us 
Ph: 507-359-6072 
Fax: 507-359-6018  

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lands_minerals/index.html
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/index.html
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/watermgmt_section/pwpermits/applications.html#lakes_rivers
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/watermgmt_section/pwi/maps.html


Appendix F      

Appendix F 



Appendix F 

  



Appendix F 

Appendix F 

 



Appendix F  

  


